ticularly {0 in time of War, which you well know We are now warmly
engaged in with Spass, and muft from our different Interclis always be in
Danger of having with France, who is become a near and formidable Neigh-
bour to the Britifh Plantations, and feems to have it in her Power to
invade moft of them; whencver fhe pl«:ai‘csp in the prefent Condition
they are in,

Thele are Points, Gentlemen, very well worth your Attention, and I
hepe you will fhew your Prudence and Difcretion, in the Confideration of
them: Let us but imitate the Wifdom of our Mother Country, in Arming
ourfelves in the beft manner that our Circamftances will admit of, and we
may reafonably hope to remain free from all Infults here, while the Britifh
Arms, to the great Joy of all true Englith Men, are acquiring lo much
Glory in other Parts of the World,

You may fee by the publick Papers what large Sums of Money feveral
of the other Colonies are raifing, and what great Preparations they are
making for the Defence of themfelves and their Neighbours, and I flatter
myfelf that the Afembly of Maryland will thew no lefs Regard for their
own Safety, and Zeal for the publick Good than Others, in this very
critical Junlture of Affairs, |
~ For my own part, I can very truly affure you,. I have no other View
but promcting your Happinefs and Profperity, which I fhall always do to
the utmoft of my Power, being fully perfwaded that all. Gentlemen of
Underftanding and Humanity in the like Stations with mylelf, muft ind
more real and lafting Pleafure and Satisfa&ion in employing the Power they
are intrufted with, for the Welfare of the People under their Care, tham
in any Advantages they can procure to themftlves by adting otherwife :
‘And I believe I may juftly fay, it would have been happy for the People
under the feveral Governments in his Majefty’s Dominions in America, if
they had always made a right ufe of this Difpofition in their Governors;
and joined heartily with them whenever it was really for their Intereft fo
to do, and only oppofed them when fuch Oppofition was. for the. Service
of their Country. '

I am very far from expeing or even defiring you to follow implicitly
the Directions of the Government, all that [recommend to you is to weigh
with Candour and Impartiality every Propofition that comes before you,
without any Regard to the Gentleman it comes from, whether he has a
Place under the Government, or wants one, and to approve or rejedt it,
as you think in your Confciences it will be for the Good or Hurt of your
Country.

This is fo juft and reafonable a Method of Proceeding, and fo very ap-

| parrently



